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SUMMARY 
 

The R-5751 NOV Wetland Site is located in Robeson County.  The site was 
inadvertently hand cleared in May 2023.  The ACOE and NCDWR issued NOV’s 
in response to the permit violation.  A restoration and monitoring plan was 
submitted to the agencies in response to NOV’s being issued.  The site was 
planted in March 2024. 
 
The hand cleared area included 7.88 acres total of blackwater bottomland 
hardwoods wetland restoration at the R-5751 NOV Wetland Site.  The restoration 
effort included completing wetland reforestation with a mixture of hardwoods 
planted on 8-foot centers at a density of 680 trees per acre.  The area that was 
restored is being monitored with vegetation plots and photo points for survival of 
planted seedlings.  No hydrologic monitoring is required for this project; however, 
vegetation monitoring is required for five years.   
 
Due to the decline in tree survival noted during 2024 monitoring (Year 1), 
NCDOT completed a supplemental planting in February 2025.    
 
There were three vegetation monitoring plots established throughout the 7.88 
acre site.  After the second year of monitoring, the 2025 vegetation monitoring of 
the site revealed an average tree density of 617 trees per acre.   
 
NCDOT proposes to continue vegetation monitoring at the R-5751 NOV Wetland 
Site in 2026. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Project Description 
 
The R-5751 NOV Wetland Site is located at the intersection of US 74 and NC 
130/NC 72 in Robeson County.  The site consists of approximately 7.88 acres of 
hand clearing in wetlands associated with TIP project R-5751. 
 

1.2 Purpose 
 
In order for this NOV site to be considered successful, the site must meet 
vegetation success criteria.  This report details the vegetation monitoring in 2025 
at the R-5751 NOV Wetland Site.  Hydrologic monitoring was not required for the 
site. 
 

1.3 Project History 
 

May 2023  Hand Clearing of Wetland 

May 2023   ACOE Issued NOV 

June 2023  NCDWR Issued NOV  

March 2024  Wetland Reforestation Completed  

October 2024  Vegetation Monitoring (Year 1)  

February 2025  Supplemental Reforestation Completed  

October 2025  Vegetation Monitoring (Year 2) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
1.4 Debit Ledger 
 
The restoration of the R-5751 NOV Wetland Site was used entirely to 
compensate for the notice of violation to permit conditions on the R-5751 project.   
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Figure 1.  Vicinity Map 
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2.0 VEGETATION:  R-5751 NOV WETLAND SITE 
(YEAR 2 MONITORING) 

 

2.1  Success Criteria 

 
Success for vegetation monitoring within the restoration area is based on the 
survival of the planted woody vegetation. NCDOT shall monitor the site for a 
minimum of five years or until the site is deemed successful. Survivability will be 
based on 320 stems per acre for planted seedlings for the first three years. The 
required survival criterion will decrease by 10% each year after the third year of 
vegetation monitoring (i.e. for an expected 290 stems per acre for year 4 and 260 
stems per acre for year 5). Hydrologic monitoring is not required for this site. 

 

2.2  Description of Species 

The following tree species were planted in the Wetland Restoration area: 

   Taxodium distichum, Baldcypress 

Nyssa sylvatica, Black Gum 

   Quercus michauxii, Swamp Chestnut Oak 

   Quercus nigra, Water Oak 

Nyssa biflora, Swamp Black Gum 

Nyssa aquatica, Water Tupelo 

Quercus bicolor, Swamp White Oak 
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2.3  Results of Vegetation Monitoring  

Site Notes: Other species noted onsite included sweetgum, bay, wax myrtle, 
pine, holly, red maple, and various grasses. 

 

2.4  Conclusions 
There were 3 vegetation monitoring plots established throughout the 7.88-acre 
site.  The 2025 vegetation monitoring of the site revealed an average density of 
617 trees per acre for the second year of monitoring.   

 

3.0  OVERALL CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The 2025 year represents the second year of monitoring activities that have 
occurred at the R-5751 NOV Wetland Site.  The site must demonstrate 
vegetation success for a minimum of five years or until the site is deemed 
successful. 

There were three vegetation monitoring plots established throughout the 7.88-
acre site.  The 2025 vegetation monitoring of the site revealed an average 
density of 617 trees per acre. 

NCDOT will continue vegetation monitoring at the R-5751 NOV Wetland Site in 
2026. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

SITE PHOTOS and SITE MAP



 

  

R-5751 NOV WETLAND SITE 
 

           
Photo 1           Photo 2 
 

           
Photo 3           Vegetation Plot 1 
 

           
Vegetation Plot 2         Vegetation Plot 3 
October 2025 



 

  
 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX B 
 

NOV CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

   



 

  



 

  

 



 

  



 

  

  

 



 

  

 



 

  

 
 
From: Matthews, Monte K CIV USARMY CESAW (USA) <Monte.K.Matthews@usace.army.mil> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 12:53 PM 
To: Price, Gregory W <gwprice2@ncdot.gov>; Alsmeyer, Eric C CIV USARMY CESAW (USA) 
<Eric.C.Alsmeyer@usace.army.mil> 
Cc: Chapman, Amy <amy.chapman@deq.nc.gov>; Sprinkle, Hannah H 
<hannah.sprinkle@deq.nc.gov>; Rerko, James J <jjrerko@ncdot.gov>; Underwood, Chris 
<csunderwood@ncdot.gov>; McGinness, Christopher H <chmcginness@ncdot.gov> 
Subject: [External] RE: R-5751 NOV Response Letter to USACE 
CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the 
Report Message button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
Greg: Thank you for your June 16, 2023, letter and wetland restoration plan 
submitted in response to the Corps’ May 19, 2023 non-compliance notification 
for project R-5751 in Robeson County, NC. Included in your June 16th submittal 
was the R-5751 Notice of Violation Natural Resources Memorandum dated May 
24, 2023. I have attached a copy of your letter, plan, and Memorandum for 
convenience. 
 
We have reviewed your response and restoration plan, and have determined 
that the proper implementation of the restoration plan will satisfy the noncompliance 
issue for this permit action. Please keep us informed on the 
progress of the plan implementation and provide us with copies of the required 
monitoring reports. 
 
Thank you again for your initiative, cooperation, and efforts to bring this noncompliance 
to a successful conclusion. 
 
Monte 
Monte Matthews 
Chief, WRDA / NCDOT BRANCH 
US Army Corps of Engineers, Wilmington District 
3331 Heritage Trade Drive, Suite 105, Wake Forest, NC 27587 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 
From: Sprinkle, Hannah H <hannah.sprinkle@deq.nc.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2023 8:55 AM 
To: Price, Gregory W <gwprice2@ncdot.gov> 
Cc: Monte Matthews (Monte.K.Matthews@usace.army.mil) (Monte.K.Matthews@usace.army.mil) 
<Monte.K.Matthews@usace.army.mil>; Chapman, Amy <amy.chapman@deq.nc.gov>; Alsmeyer, Eric C CIV USARMY 
CESAW (USA) <Eric.C.Alsmeyer@usace.army.mil>; Rerko, James J <jjrerko@ncdot.gov>; Underwood, Chris 
<csunderwood@ncdot.gov>; McGinness, Christopher H <chmcginness@ncdot.gov> 
Subject: RE: R-5751 NOV Response Letter to NCDWR 
 
Greg,  
 
Thank you for your response to the NOV issued by NCDWR on June 2, 2023.  The letter adequately addressed the events 
which lead to the excess hand-clearing of 7.88 acres of wetland at the improvements to US 74/NC 72 and US 74/NC 130, TIP 
R-5751, in Robeson County.  We have determined that the response and the proposed restoration plan will satisfy the non-
compliance requirements for this permit action.  Please keep us up to date on any developments, issues/concerns with the 
site’s progression.  
 
We look forward to the continued cooperation and coordination with NCDOT. 
 
Thank you,  
 
Hannah  
 
 
 
 
Hannah Sprinkle 
Environmental Specialist II 
401 and Buffer Transportation Permitting Branch 
Department of Environmental Quality  
 
(910) 308-4021 (mobile) 
910) 796-7379  (office) 
hannah.sprinkle@deq.nc.gov ***please note my email address has changed *** 

 


